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BLASPHEMY AGAINST
THE HOLY SPIRIT

Kenneth Ratcliff

INTRODUCTION1

The thought of blaspheming the Holy Spirit has been a frequent
point of discussion for countless years. It has also generated some real
concern particularly by those who feared that they had in the past (or
could in the future) commit such a sin and have no hope of forgiveness.
Imagine committing a sin which would never be forgiven regardless of
the repentance or conduct thereafter. Thus, among the issues for
consideration are:

1. What is the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit?
2. Can anyone today blaspheme the Holy Spirit?
3. If someone today can blaspheme the Holy Spirit, would it be the

same as referred to by Jesus in Matthew 12:31-32, and,
4. If someone today should blaspheme the Holy Spirit, are they

from that moment lost eternally without any hope or possibility
of salvation?

A discussion on such a subject cannot be taken lightly. Anyone
who is a Christian, or even thinking of the possibility of becoming a
Christian, should consider the topic very seriously. If one has commit-
ted a sin for which there is no forgiveness throughout eternity, why
bother becoming a Christian or why be a diligent Christian? Although
there is no better guidance for living than found in the Bible, there is
also no eternal benefit to be gained if one is without hope. Ultimately
such an individual would be no better or worse off than someone who
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threw their lives away on strong drink, drugs, immorality and notorious
criminal conduct. Is there an “unforgivable sin” that must be avoided
with all of one’s ability?

DISCUSSION
Background

The statement Jesus made in Matthew 12:31-32 is:
Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy
shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy
Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. And whosoever speaketh
a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but
whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be
forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.

Similar passages may be found in Mark 3:28-29 and Luke 12:10. These
statements may have been made on separate occasions.

In Matthew’s account, Jesus spoke the words under consideration
because of the remarks and thoughts of the Pharisees. Jesus had healed
an individual who was possessed with a devil, blind and dumb, so that
thereafter he saw and heard. The people were amazed. However, when
the Pharisees heard what had happened they claimed: “This fellow doth
not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils” (Mt.
12:24). Note, it does not say the Pharisees were present and saw the
healing. Still, there were instances when they had seen Jesus perform
miracles. A few verses previously (Mt. 12:10-14), Jesus had restored
the withered hand of a man in the synagogue on the sabbath. As a
result, “the Pharisees went out, and held a council against him, how
they might destroy him” (v. 14). When the blind and lame came to
Jesus in the temple and were healed, the chief priests and scribes saw
the wonderful things He did, and they were displeased (Mt. 21:14-15).
Whether the Pharisees saw the particular healing when Jesus spoke of
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is irrelevant. To be guilty of such
conduct does not appear to require that one be a personal observer of
a miracle being performed. In addition, the Pharisees did not necessar-
ily express their accusation directly to Jesus; however, Jesus knew their
thoughts (v. 25).

As a class or group, the Pharisees were well aware of the miracles
being performed by Jesus. This is further confirmed by Nicodemus in
John 3:1-2. He was a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews. His statement to
Jesus in verse 2, was, “Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come
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from God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except
God be with him.” Whether personally seen or not, there was more than
sufficient evidence that miracles were being performed. This was not
even questioned. The only issue was the source of the miracles. They
must come from one of two sources, God or Satan. Nicodemus knew
the source must be God, as did the man who was born blind. After
Jesus gave him sight, his comment to the Pharisees was: “If this man
were not of God, he could do nothing” (Jn. 9:33). The Pharisees had to
either agree or classify Jesus as a sinner doing the work of the devil.
They were unwilling to yield in spite of the evidence and called Jesus
a “sinner” (Jn. 9:24).

What must be the condition of the heart of any individual who is so
hardened that nothing will change his mind? Even if he knows he is
wrong, he is unwilling to bend and admit his error. He would rather
destroy all opposition, as if that would change the truth, than to repent.
He is the same as those who, after the crucifixion, asked Pilate to
secure the tomb to prevent Jesus’ disciples from stealing His body (Mt.
27:62-66). Then, when Jesus arose from the dead and it was reported
by the soldiers, they were paid to claim the body was stolen while they
slept (Mt. 28:11-15). Thereafter, the same attitude continued to prevail
(Acts 4:1-22). Under such circumstances, surely there was nothing
otherwise which might be offered to them as proof that Jesus was the
Messiah, the Son of God. They had rejected all.
Blasphemy Defined

In most instances the Bible does not give us a dictionary-type
definition. The meaning is normally ascertained by the manner in
which the word or phrase is used. This permits the reader to benefit as
he receives a greater comprehension of what is said. One might
normally think of “blasphemy” as that which is spoken. However,
consider Ezekiel 20:27-28:

Therefore, son of man, speak unto the house of Israel, and say
unto them, Thus saith the Lord God; Yet in this your fathers
have blasphemed me, in that they have committed a trespass
against me. For when I had brought them into the land, for the
which I lifted up mine hand to give it to them, then they saw
every high hill, and all the thick trees, and they offered there
their sacrifices, and there they presented the provocation of their
offering: there also they made their sweet savour, and poured out
there their drink offerings.
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Even if a word was neither uttered nor lips moved, their actions spoke
as loud or louder than words. Their conduct demonstrated the truth of
Proverbs 23:7—“For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he.” God knew
their thoughts.

According to one Bible dictionary, the Old Testament uses the
word “blasphemy” in a narrower scope than in the New Testament,
“being almost universally confined to language or deeds derogating
from the honour of God and His claims to be overlordship of men.”2 In
the New Testament the word appears to have a broader application.
Some versions (cf. Revised Standard) use the word “slander” instead
of the word “blasphemy,” as found in the King James Version. An
example is Matthew 15:19. It should also be noted that in the King
James Version there are instances where the word “railed” is used when
it might have been translated “blasphemed.”3 An example is Mark
15:29 where it says that some who passed by Jesus on the cross “railed
on him.” Certain of the Jews also considered Jesus to be blasphemous
when He forgave sins as this made Him God (Mk. 2:1-7). The High
Priest considered Jesus to be guilty of blasphemy, and it was indicated
that He was therefore worthy of death (Mt. 26:59-66). Death was the
appropriate punishment under the Law of Moses (Lev. 24:16). In any
reference works discussing the meaning of “blaspheme,” the reader can
expect to find wording such as “defamation,” “revile,” “impious or
irreverent speech,” “railing,” et cetera concerning God.4

Although the word “blasphemy” is not used, it may very well apply
in the case of the man who gathered sticks on the Sabbath day. He was
punished by being stoned to death (Num. 15:32-36). The words
immediately before citing this incident set the stage, saying:

But the soul that doeth ought presumptuously, whether he be
born in the land, or a stranger, the same reproacheth the Lord;
and that soul shall be cut off from among his people. Because he
hath despised the word of the Lord, and hath broken his com-
mandment, that soul shall utterly be cut off; his iniquity shall be
upon him (Num. 15:30-31).

Any word or act that is contrary to the will of God is disrespectful to
Him. It does not honor Him and reflects contempt. Is there really any
difference in mocking God or using His name in vain and in flagrantly
disobeying Him when we know His commands?

A dictionary of the English language reflects a broad definition of
the word “blasphemy.” It gives the meaning as: “Any contemptuous or
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profane act, utterance, or writing concerning God.” The words
“contempt” and “contemptuous” carry the idea of being despicable, as
for something vile, dishonorable; bitter scorn. They also carry the idea
of open disrespect or willful disobedience of authority.5 If this
definition is in harmony with God’s Word, then any willful disobedi-
ence of the commands of God is blasphemy. If one knows of God, His
power, and authority but elects to ignore Him and do as he pleases, he
is failing to honor God and is showing nothing but disrespect. Any
words one may speak merely echo what his actions have shown.
Whether in word or deed, it is all the same.

In 2 Kings 18-19, the army of Assyria besieged Jerusalem. One of
the Assyrians cried out to the people of the city, saying in part:
“Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, saying, The Lord will
surely deliver us, and this city shall not be delivered into the hand of
the king of Assyria” (2 Kgs. 18:30). The servants of Hezekiah went to
Isaiah, “And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your master,
Thus saith the Lord, Be not afraid of the words which thou hast heard,
with which the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me”
(2 Kgs. 19:6). God was being treated with contempt as one with no
power and in the same category as the idols worshiped by other nations.
Such language unaccompanied with any action would nevertheless be
blasphemous. In this instance the words were spoken while the
Assyrian army surrounded Jerusalem and left no doubt as to their
attitude towards the God of all creation.

Although no men today are under the Law of Moses, it nevertheless
provides an excellent illustration. How many of the laws could one
disobey without showing contempt or dishonor for God? Might such
disobedience whether in word and/or deed reflect blasphemy? Was this
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit? Whether it is so classed or not, it is
interesting to observe how frequently the punishment inflicted was
physical death, with no indication of whether those concerned had
repented. Nadab and Abihu remain a classic example of those who died
(or were otherwise punished) because they failed to glorify God (Lev.
10:1-3). How many of God’s laws can be disobeyed under the Christian
dispensation without it being blasphemous?
What Is Blasphemy Of The Holy Spirit?

In Matthew 12:22-37, Jesus was accused of casting out devils
through the power of the prince of the devils. In His reply, He pointed
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out the fallacy of such a comment, reasoning: “But if I cast out devils
by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you” (Mt.
12:28). Then, He proceeded to speak of the sin of blasphemy against
the Holy Spirit. Jesus did not deal with them as He did with the
Sadducees when He informed them that they erred, “not knowing the
scriptures, nor the power of God” (Mt. 22:29). The Pharisees in this
instance warranted a different response. The miracle Jesus had just
performed spoke for itself. It was obvious that the power of God had
been demonstrated. Further, they were surely well aware of His
teachings, general demeanor and of other miracles He had performed.
Their accusation reflected hearts of stone and eyes and ears that were
closed and stopped. Their conduct went far beyond a rejection of Jesus
(whom they obviously did not consider to be the Son of God) and the
source of His power.

The above might be considered in conjunction with John 12:37-50.
Verse 37 says: “But though he had done so many miracles before them,
yet they believed not on him.” This was a fulfillment of Isaiah 6:9-10
regarding their eyes being blinded and their hearts hardened, “that they
should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be
converted, and I should heal them” (Jn. 12:40). Subsequently Jesus
said:

And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not:
for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. He that
rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth
him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the
last day. For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which
sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and
what I should speak. And I know that his commandment is life
everlasting: whatsoever I speak therefore, even as the Father said
unto me, so I speak (Jn. 12:47-50).

Jesus had clearly come to earth to do the will of His Father (Jn. 6:38-
39). One might reject Him, His works and His message. However, in
doing so, they were also rejecting the Father who had sent Him. The
Jews could not then, and they cannot today, reject Jesus and at the same
time be faithful to the Father. Jesus had also promised that He would
pray the Father, who would give them a Comforter, the Spirit of truth
(Jn. 14:16-17). He further explained: “But the Comforter, which is the
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you
all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have
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said unto you” (Jn. 14:26). It should not be difficult to grasp why Jesus
could state that He did not have to judge those who rejected Him and
received not His words. The word He had spoken would judge them
(Jn. 12:48).

In John 8:12-59, Jesus made a very clear presentation to the
Pharisees with regard to His relationship with the Father, and the fact
that they were the children of the devil. Due to its length, the passage
will not be quoted but the reader is encouraged to take the time to read
the passage. In that discourse, He stated: “He that is of God heareth
God's words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God”
(Jn. 8:47). The Pharisees were rejecting the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of
truth. If they had believed the truth, they would also have believed in
Jesus as the Son of God. Having rejected the truth, their claims of God
or Abraham as their father were hollow. They had cast away every tie
that might have brought them to Christ and salvation. Nothing was left
to offer as an enticement to follow Jesus, and they were classed as
children of the devil. Peter wrote: “God spared not the angels that
sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of
darkness, to be reserved unto judgment” (2 Pet. 2:4). Then, in verse 9,
he stated, “The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of tempta-
tions, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment to be pun-
ished.” Surely, the Pharisees, and others, who had so hardened their
hearts, closed their eyes and stopped their ears that they would not
accept the truth were without hope and among the unjust reserved unto
the day of judgment. They had blasphemed the Holy Spirit and such
conduct would not be forgiven.
Can Anyone Today Blaspheme The Holy Spirit?

Could the sin of blasphemy of the Holy Spirit be committed only
during the ministry of Christ when people could see His miracles, listen
to Him teach, and still claim He was doing the work of the devil?
Although Jesus made His remark based upon the devil being given
credit for a miracle, there is nothing within His statement limiting its
application solely to that situation. If the sin is applicable to those who
gave the devil credit for miracles performed by Jesus, it would appear
to also apply to those who gave the devil credit for miracles performed
by the apostles and others. Used in this limited sense, it might also
apply to anyone today who believes in miracles but attributes them to
the devil.
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There is another factor, which should be considered in conjunction
with whether being a witness of miracles is essential. Are people today
dependent on seeing a miracle to confirm the word that is preached?
The answer is “no,” because people today have the Scriptures to study
to ascertain the truth and to compare with what is being taught by
others. This was not the situation in the early church. Today, man has
the benefit of all that was written for his benefit through the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit. It is a wealth of instruction, rich with history and
examples of the spiritual and physical problems faced by individuals
and congregations within the early church and those who preceded
them. People today are also far enough removed from the early church
that they can see the spiritual battle being waged throughout history to
the present time. It might be reasonably argued that anyone today who
rejects the inspired Word of God is in the same (or worse) spiritual
condition than those who claimed that the miracles of Jesus were
performed by the power of the devil.

If one ignores the Bible, he is also ignoring his Creator. If one
reads the Bible and then decides that it is of no real value, is he not
saying that what God tells him is not important? If one reads the Bible
and then does more or less than it demands, has he not said that he
knows more than God? Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would
reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness and of judgment (Jn.
16:8). The Holy Spirit was to guide the apostles into all truth, and He
is described as being the Spirit of truth (Jn. 16:13). Further, the Holy
Spirit was to teach the apostles all things and bring all things to their
remembrance, whatsoever Jesus had said to them (Jn. 14:26). That
guidance was given, and men can now reap the benefits. Which is more
likely to result in a deeper and stronger faith, the seeing of a miracle or
that which comes from a study of the Word? Although miracles are
indeed intended to lead people to believe (Jn. 20:30-31), it is not the
seeing or reading of miracles that is stressed as the source of one’s
faith. Paul wrote: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God” (Rom.10:17). To the church at Corinth, Paul wrote: “Yet
in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that
by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an
unknown tongue” (1 Cor. 14:19). Although miracles obviously served
their purpose, they were not the basic source for instruction in
righteousness. One would never learn how to become and live as a
Christian by seeing one or a million miracles.
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It is understandable that Jesus would state: “It is the spirit that
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you,
they are spirit, and they are life” (Jn. 6:63). In addition, He proclaimed:

And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not:
for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. He that
rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth
him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the
last day (Jn. 12:47-48).

The Holy Spirit was to remind the apostles of those things Jesus had
taught and to guide them unto all truth. That Holy Spirit delivered word
will ultimately stand to approve or condemn a person. There will be no
need for Jesus to speak. All of the evidence will be in, and there will
not be a need to introduce anything further or make a closing argument.

God, through the Holy Spirit, has presented all of the evidence He
intends to give to man as proof of His existence and of His commands
to man. What is left to convince man when he rejects the proof that
God has tendered? Will God offer more evidence until everyone is
convinced? The answer to that question is “No,” even as Jude speaks
of the “faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Ju. 3). When
one has rejected that which God has provided, in whatever form the
rejection takes, what remains to draw man to God? There is neither a
way to turn nor an avenue of escape. The result is the same whether one
accuses Jesus of performing miracles by the power of the devil (rather
than acknowledging Him as the Son of God), or, for whatever reason,
rejects the Word of God. There is no hope.
Could Those Who Accused Jesus Of Casting Out Devils By The Power
Of The Devil Have Been Among Those Who Obeyed On Pentecost Or
Later? If So, Did They Have Any Hope Of Salvation?

Jesus knew the thoughts of those who made the accusation (Mt.
12:25). His adversaries were plotting and making efforts to put Jesus
to death. After His death, they endeavored to prevent His resurrection.
There was no effort to seek the truth or to follow the law and righteous-
ness. They were willing to resort to any means to bring about His death,
which was murder disguised as following the law, making it all the
more despicable. There is nothing to suggest that those responsible for
the death of Jesus, as an entity, had any change of attitude by Pentecost
or thereafter. They had rejected the miracles of Jesus and His resurrec-
tion. Speaking in tongues on Pentecost and the subsequent miracles



Kenneth Ratcliff 73

offered nothing new. In addition, they had the opportunity to listen to
the teachings of Jesus and to compare what they saw and heard with the
Scriptures, which spoke of the Messiah. It would be possible for them
to change, but it would not be very likely. By the time of Pentecost,
most of them would have gone beyond the point of no return.

Not many details are given regarding those who responded on
Pentecost. The people were amazed and marveled because they heard
the apostles speak in their own tongues. Then, Peter made a convincing
presentation that Jesus, whom they had crucified was the Messiah, that
He was raised and is at the right hand of God. As a result, many were
pricked in their hearts and ultimately were baptized. It is not known
whether any of these were involved in plotting the death of Jesus or in
crying out for His death before Pilate. Their involvement may have
consisted only of not expressing any disagreement with the crucifixion.
They may have blindly followed their religious leaders and cried out
for the death of Jesus. Nevertheless, they could easily have felt guilt for
the death of Christ. Besides those, there may have been those present
at Pentecost who had played a more active role in the death of Jesus,
but who were suddenly struck by what had happened and the words of
Peter. Like being struck by a bolt of lightening they suddenly realized
that they had been terribly wrong. Clearly, they were pricked in their
hearts which indicated that they were not hardened and were receptive
to God’s Word. What indeed could they do to correct such a terrible
deed as fighting God and even worse, putting to death the Messiah, the
Son of God, who came to save lost men from their sins? These could
be among those who were pricked in their hearts and cried out asking
what they must do.

Later, Peter said they had acted out of ignorance in crucifying the
“Prince of life” (Acts 3:14-18). It should also be remembered that one
might not be personally involved in something that is wrong, but
nevertheless have a feeling of guilt. This has been said of many
German people who were either unborn or were too young to know or
understand the atrocities committed by Germany in the World War II
era.

Although it was possible that some who played primary roles in the
death of Jesus were later converted, it is extremely doubtful. Those
were the Pharisees who heard the teachings of Jesus, saw His miracles,
and should have been among the most knowledgeable of the Scriptures
and prophecies of the coming Messiah. They were envious as even
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Pilate noticed. They had been outdone by Jesus in every instance and
must have hated Him almost beyond comprehension. Otherwise, they
would not have resorted to the contrived means of putting Jesus to
death. There definitely were those whose hearts were so hardened that
they would go to their death in opposition to Jesus and Christianity.
The opposition and persecution that followed Pentecost would appear
to confirm this fact.
Are There Degrees Of Sin, i.e., Some Are More Serious Than Others?

The answer is “no,” if we are thinking in listing sins in the order of
one being worse than another. For example, in Galatians 5:21, “envy”
is listed next to “murder” among those works of the flesh which will
keep one from inheriting the kingdom of heaven. In everyday affairs,
men do not think of envy as being serious unless it manifests itself in
such a way as to create a problem. Certainly, men do not place it on the
level with murder. God has not drawn such lines. Furthermore, God has
provided a way for Christians and non-Christians to obtain forgiveness
of their sins. This might even appear to conflict with the possibility of
there being a sin which will not be forgiven.

In spite of there not being a ranking of sin, man can get himself
into such a situation from which he will not recover. It is sufficient to
take notice of several passages to establish that fact. Hebrews 6:4-6
speaks of the impossibility of renewing certain individuals to repen-
tance if they fall away. In a similar manner, Hebrews 10:26-31 speaks
of there being nothing left but a fearful looking for of judgment if one
sins willfully after he has received the knowledge of the truth. There is
no more sacrifice for sins. John writes: “If any man see his brother sin
a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for
them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that
he shall pray for it” (1 Jn. 5:16). One might consider that John has
something entirely different in mind than that which was written in
Hebrews or the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit indicated by Jesus in
Matthew 12. However, it is far more likely that all have reference to the
same act or condition. If not, then the statement by John, in particular,
leaves man in a very serious situation. Could there be anything more
serious than a sin unto death? How terrible to have no idea what that
might be. God does not leave man in that unknowing condition. God
has always made His desires known and if there is any confusion or
failure to understand, it is the fault of man.
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Again, John said: “There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he
shall pray for it” (1 Jn. 5:16). Observe how similar these words are to
those expressed by God to Jeremiah with respect to Judah—“Then said
the Lord unto me, Pray not for this people for their good. When they
fast, I will not hear their cry; and when they offer burnt offering and an
oblation, I will not accept them: but I will consume them by the sword,
and by the famine, and by the pestilence” (Jer. 14:11-12). Prior to this
passage and thereafter, God had spoken in great detail of their sins. As
a further example, note:

And the Lord said unto me, A conspiracy is found among the
men of Judah, and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem. They are
turned back to the iniquities of their forefathers, which refused
to hear my words; and they went after other gods to serve them:
the house of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my
covenant which I made with their fathers. Therefore thus saith
the Lord, Behold, I will bring evil upon them, which they shall
not be able to escape; and though they shall cry unto me, I will
not hearken unto them (Jer. 11:9-11).

It is not difficult to understand why God told Jeremiah that it would
serve no purpose for him to pray for the people or for them to cry out
to Him. Their sins had alienated them from God. God spoke in a similar
manner through Isaiah regarding Judah and Jerusalem. After cataloging
their sins, He stated: “And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide
mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear:
your hands are full of blood” (Isa. 1:15). Although the people were
called upon to heed the commands of God and turn from their evil ways
that they might live, the preaching of the prophets generally fell upon
deaf ears. An excellent example of this is King Zedekiah. Jeremiah told
him what to expect if he gave himself up to the princes of Babylon and
what would occur if he refused (Jer. 38:14-23). To make it worse, the
king had sent for Jeremiah to obtain his counsel. However, the king did
not listen and disastrous results followed as predicted (Jer. 39; also read
Jeremiah 42-43). Some people cannot be helped.

This is really no different than what is encountered in everyday
activities. A person can so try one’s patience that he is finally “tuned
out.” It can happen with one’s children. In spite of having given them
life and sacrificed for them, parents may ultimately turn their backs and
strike them from their Last Will and Testament. That occurs when a
child rejects all that he was taught and turns to a life of sin. All
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counseling, assistance and efforts to rehabilitate are fruitless. With a
broken heart the parents reach the conclusion that there is nothing more
that can be done and sever all relationships. They have heard all of the
lies, excuses and promises, which were self-serving and manipulative.
Any future efforts by the child to make contact will receive no reply.
The parents would gladly respond if they were convinced that there was
really a change but they know that everything is the same. Is it not
reasonable to expect that God reacts in a similar manner? Man first
rejects God, and God knows when man has gone beyond the point of
no return (2 Chr. 36:14-16).

There is an additional statement that sheds further light on the
subject. Paul, writing about the falling away and the revealing of the
man of sin, states:

Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all
power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness
of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not
the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause
God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a
lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth,
but had pleasure in unrighteousness (2 Thess. 2:9-12).

Twice, there is reference to the truth. The reference is to those who do
not love the truth and do not believe the truth. This is that truth which
is the means whereby they might be saved. Instead, they had pleasure
in unrighteousness, and they are going to be damned. An additional
factor is that because they do not love the truth, God will send them a
strong delusion that they should believe a lie. It is not known how God
may work through His providence in this situation. Even if God did
nothing, it could easily occur that when one will not accept the truth he
will replace it with a lie. If a loved one has committed a crime and the
evidence is overwhelming, one may nevertheless refuse to believe in
their guilt. The mind is likely to search for an alternative explanation
with a conclusion of innocence. When one is unwilling to accept the
truth when it is very plainly presented in its entirety, then he has
willingly accepted a lie rather than the truth. There is nothing left to
offer. There may be times when any person may not want to accept the
truth. It may hurt him deeply, and he would do anything if it were
otherwise. For a moment he may want to shut it out of his mind and
reject the thought that it could possibly be true. However, that passes
as one faces reality and accepts truth and its impact. John 17:17
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declares that God’s Word is truth. It will convict a person of every sin
he has committed. There are many who will find an explanation or an
excuse for every sin, even though there is none. Many of these people
belong to denominations and attempt to justify every departure from
God’s Word. Many Christians have spoken to these people and have
heard them proclaim that their parents were members of that denomina-
tion, they in turn are members, and they plan to die as members of that
denomination. Generally, these people have either heard the truth or
had the opportunity to hear and have rejected it. They do not have a
love for the truth, and they have believed a lie. It is immaterial that they
are not living immoral, wicked lives. They will be lost, and they will
possibly lead more to be lost than those most people classify as being
evil.

Do men, including some who profess to be Christians, not listen to
what the Lord has said in the past? Consider Zechariah 7:8-14:

And the word of the Lord came unto Zechariah, saying, Thus
speaketh the Lord of hosts, saying, Execute true judgment, and
shew mercy and compassions every man to his brother: And
oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor the
poor; and let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your
heart. But they refused to hearken, and pulled away the shoulder,
and stopped their ears, that they should not hear. Yea, they made
their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law,
and the words which the Lord of hosts hath sent in his spirit by
the former prophets: therefore came a great wrath from the Lord
of hosts. Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried, and they
would not hear; so they cried, and I would not hear, saith the
Lord of hosts: But I scattered them with a whirlwind among all
the nations whom they knew not. Thus the land was desolate
after them, that no man passed through nor returned: for they laid
the pleasant land desolate.

In a similar manner, notice the language of Ephesians 4:18-19. There,
describing the Gentiles as ...

Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life
of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the
blindness of their heart: Who being past feeling have given
themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness
with greediness ...

Paul admonishes the Ephesians (and therefore all Christians) not to
walk as the Gentiles.  Notice the description. Their understanding is
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darkened. They are ignorant of God but it is because of their blindness
of heart. They are past feeling and therefore have given themselves to
sin. Lacking in understanding, blind and past feeling. How could
anyone of this nature be reached?
Can Men Sin Against The Holy Spirit Today? If So, Will It Be The Same
As Referred To By Jesus In Matthew 12:31-32, And Will One Be Able
To Know Of His Spiritual Condition?

In view of what has been previously discussed, the answer should
be obvious. One can sin today against the Holy Spirit and be lost for all
eternity, as stated by Jesus in Matthew 12. Possibly an actual account
will help to provide a clear answer. Some years ago the writer visited
the husband of a member of the congregation. He was elderly and his
condition was such that he knew that he did not have long to live. His
wife left the room so that he could be spoken with in private. After a
brief discussion concerning his spiritual condition, his response was, “I
have lived without Christ all of these years and I am not going to start
serving Him now.” No doubt these words expressed his exact belief and
intent. He might have considered that anything he could do would serve
no purpose. However, there was no indication that he wished he could
live his life over or of what might be done in his remaining hours or
days. Had he desired, he could have repented, made his confession, and
been baptized. His death did follow within a few days or weeks, but
there was never any indication of a change in his attitude. He had gone
too far, and even with eminent death, nothing within him stirred to
change him. How sad!

Can one know he has become so hardened that nothing will prick
his heart and lead him to obedience? The answer is, “Yes,” for the non-
Christian and the Christian. According to the world’s standards, an
individual may lead a very fine life; he can be good, honest, depend-
able, hard working, a good parent, spouse, neighbor, et cetera. (In fact,
it may be easier to reach one who even the world considers to be
“living in sin.”) An individual may simply have no interest in spiritual
matters. He can read and listen to all of the Scriptures, sermons, pleas,
and accounts of the dangers of hell, but it does not change him. It is
okay for others, but not for him. He may accept what is said as being
true, but remain indifferent. At some point, there is nothing left to be
said or done. It is even more understandable with the Christian who,
without a doubt knows the Scriptures and has lived the life of a
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Christian, turns his back on his Savior and Christianity. He may already
know more about the Bible and have experienced more in life than
those who seek his restoration. Because he is too far gone, it means
nothing to him if his brethren withdraw their fellowship. It is under-
standable why the Lord told the Christians of Laodicea that He would
rather that they be cold or hot (Rev. 3:15). In either of those conditions,
they were more amenable to listening to Him than those who had
become lukewarm. One can know his spiritual condition. He knows
whether he is seeking to grow and work as a Christian. He also knows
if he has no interest, and if nothing said or done moves him.
If Someone Today Should Blaspheme The Holy Spirit, Are They From
That Moment Eternally Lost Without Any Hope Or Possibility of
Salvation?

In posing such a question, it might easily be assumed that the sin
is the same as many others which can be committed within a short span
of time. Without much advance thought, a lie might be told, or one
might steal because of the opportunity. Probably, most adults have
sometime in the past said or done something on impulse that was
wrong. They may look back and wonder how they could have been so
stupid and thank the Lord that it was not something that got them into
serious trouble. To blaspheme against the Holy Spirit, so as to be
eternally lost, is more likely to develop over a period of time. Even so,
it may be in some instances that the individual can look back and
ascertain the approximate point of no return.

There are those who can review their lives and see that they have
never had an interest in the Bible or anything spiritual. They may lead
very respectable lives and have no argument with those who take
Christianity seriously. Some, possibly because of the influence of their
parents, will have an interest in their youth, but will drift away and lose
interest as they leave the influence of home. Some of these will, like the
prodigal son, see the error of their ways and return, but others will grow
colder. There are even very diligent and faithful Christians, such as
elders, teachers and preachers, who give up and turn their backs on the
Lord. Such examples illustrate some of the situations that do occur.

Are people who find themselves in the situations described
eternally lost without any hope or possibility of salvation? The answer
is, “Yes.” Keep in mind that God knows the hearts of men. Judgments
of men can be faulty. Well meaning individuals may give up on a



80 Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit

person only to find out later that he obeyed the Lord. Where one may
fail, another may be able to lead them to obedience. Yet, for those
whose hearts have hardened, there is no hope. The lack of hope is not
because God is unwilling to save, but because they are not going to
respond to His will. This should be particularly obvious with regard to
the individual who knows the truth, has lived a faithful life, and then
turns his back on the Lord. The need for forgiveness of sins is no longer
felt. The fact that Jesus died for his sins is not important, and there is
neither a fear of hell nor a desire for heaven. It is as though the
individual built a solid impenetrable wall that completely surrounded
him. Although still alive physically, he has completely died spiritually.

CONCLUSION
An understanding and appreciation of what can happen spiritually

to an individual should give renewed meaning to the words of
Solomon: “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God,
and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecc.
12:13). When one sees the results of allowing himself to become
hardened so that he no longer listens, he should be able to more fully
appreciate the admonishment to be “diligent” in serving God (Heb.
11:6).

For the moment, put aside those outside of Christ who are ignoring
His call. How many Christians do no more than attend services,
regardless of whether they attend faithfully or occasionally? They make
no effort to grow spiritually, do not reach out to others, and cannot be
counted on for assistance in any effort. They may have heard hundreds
of excellent lessons, but there is no impact. They remain woefully
ignorant of the Scriptures and would have great difficulty in recogniz-
ing doctrinal error. Words of exhortation may bring forth praise from
their lips, but no change in their minds or action. They are no longer in
the Christian race. They may be among the spectators, but their
thoughts are elsewhere so that they are not cheering those who are
running. These people may not be aware of their true spiritual condi-
tion, and others may fail to warn them.

One can sin against the Holy Spirit by his hardened heart that is
past feeling. It should not, and need not, happen. There are ample
examples and instructions given by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
that address how man can allow himself to turn away from God and the
reactions of God. Such was apparently the nature of mankind (except
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for eight souls) when God determined that He would destroy man
because of his wickedness (Gen. 6:5-7). The only sure way to avoid
such a condition is to be spiritually alert and diligent in service to God
as obedient servants who know and do His will.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 Dictionary of the Bible, ed., James Hastings, D.D. (1954), s.v. “blasphemy.”
3 The Complete Word Study Dictionary New Testament, Word Study Series,
rev. ed., gen. ed. Spiros Zodhiates, Th.D., (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers,
1993), coded to Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 987, 988, 989.
4 The International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, 2002 ed., s.v. “blasphemy;”
The Complete Word Study New Testament, Word Study Series, 2nd ed., ed.
Spiros Zodhiates, Th.D., (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 1992),
numerically coded to Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 987, 988, 989; The
Analytical Greek Lexicon, 7th printing, (Zondervan Publishing House, Grand
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